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Football and tennis are both very popular sports and people play them all over the world. What
are the rules? Are they the same now as they were when people first played these sports?

Before 1863, not everyone played football with the same rules. Some people picked the ball up
and ran with it. In 1863, there were new rules and these rules are used now. Each team has to
have 11 players. You play football on a pitch. One player in each team, the goalkeeper, has to
stand in the goal. The goalkeeper can pick the ball up and throw or kick it to the players in their
team. The other players have to kick the ball to the other players. You can’t touch the ball with
your hands. The referee watches the game. He makes sure players follow the rules.

People began playing tennis a long time ago. First, they hit the ball with their hand. Then they
used a glove. Finally, they used racquets. You have to play tennis on a court with a net. You have
to hit the ball over the net with a racquet. You have to hit the ball inside the lines. You can’t
throw the ball. You have to have an umpire. The umpire decides if a player wins a point.
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a. How do you think players should behave when there is no referee watching the game?
b. Find two differences between the rules of tennis and the rules of football.
c. What are the other rules for playing football?
d. Does this article contain mainly facts or opinions? Give two examples from the text to
support your answer.
E. what are the underlined words refer to?
F. what are the meanings of the following words?
1. A judge decides for the game in tennis.
2. A judge decides for the game in football.
3. Playing area for tennis.
4. Playing area for football.
5. A player guards the goal.

g. Quote the sentence which talks about the number of players in football.
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The Olympic Games are a tradition from Ancient Greece. They took place in Athens over 2,700
years ago. The modern Olympic Games began in 1896. Many of the sports we see today were at
the original games.

The modern Olympic Games happen every four years just as they did in Ancient Greece.

In Ancient Greece, winners received a crown of olive leaves to put on their heads. The modern
Olympic Games started to give medals — gold, silver and bronze —in 1908. In Ancient Greece, the
games lasted Five days. Now they last for about 16 days.

Four sports were at the first modern Olympic Games and are still there now. They are athletics,
swimming, fencing and gymnastics. Some sports that were played in the ancient games, like
chariot racing, are barely even known nowadays. Some sports, like volleyball and basketball, were
not in the Olympic Games until the 1900s. In 2016, there will be two new sports — golf and rugby.
Some sports, such as chess and surfing, are not Olympic sports.
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1) If you were participating in the Olympic Games and you came second,

2) Which medal would you receive — asilver, bronze or gold medal ?

3) What are the similarities between the modern Olympic Games and the ancient Greek
games?

4) Do you think chess and surfing should be Olympic sports? Why/Why not?

5) What sports would you like to see included in the Olympic Games? Explain your choices.

6) When did the modern Olympics begin? And where did it take place before?

7) How often do the Olympic Games happen?

8) What are the differences between the modern Olympic Games and the ancient Greek
games?

9) What are the underlined words referring to?

10) Quote the phrase which shows the sports in the first modern Olympics?

11) What are the meanings of the following words:

a) A round flat piece given to someone who won a competition. b) A modern sports events held

every four years.
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